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A vehicle donation receipt is the written acknowledgment produced by a charitable
organization that outlines the donation of a qualified vehicle. The IRS requires donors to submit
appropriate receipts to claim deductions for vehicle donations on their tax returns. A qualified
vehicle is any of the following:
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The amount a donor can claim to deduct on their tax return depends on what the charity does
with the vehicle once it is in its possession. If the charity sells the vehicle, the donor’s deduction
is limited to the sale’s gross proceeds, but if it keeps the vehicle for any other purpose, the
deduction is limited to the vehicle’s fair market value.

Receipt Requirements

What to Include

Charitable organizations receiving vehicle donations have to follow strict rules regarding
donation receipts. The information included on the receipt depends on two criteria: the
vehicle’s value and what the organization plans to do with the vehicle when the donation is
final.

CRITERIA #1: VEHICLE VALUE

Vehicle Valued Less than $250 Receipts for vehicles worth less than $250 must include:

Vehicle Valued Between $250-$500 Receipts for vehicles worth between $250 and $500 must
include:

Vehicle Valued Between $500-$5000 Receipts for vehicles worth between $500 and $5,000
must include:

Charities name and address;

Donation date, location, and method; and

Physical description of the vehicle.

Everything listed for vehicles valued at less than $250; and

One of the following statements:

No goods or services were exchanged between the charity and the donor for the vehicle;

Description and estimated value of goods or services exchanged between the charity and
the donor; or

Goods or services exchanged between the charity and the donor consisted only of
intangible religious benefits.

Everything listed for vehicles valued between $250 and $500; and



CRITERIA #2: CHARITY ACTION

Charity Sells the Vehicle Receipts for donated vehicles sold by a charity must include:

Charity Keeps the Vehicle Receipts for donated vehicles kept by a charity must include:

Proper use of a donated vehicle by a charitable organization is called significant intervening
use. The charity must use the vehicle consistently to support the charity’s mission and for an
extended period. Charity Makes Improvements to the Vehicle Receipts for donated vehicles
updated by a charity must include:

The following changes aren’t considered material improvements under this rule:

Charity representative’s formal signature;

Donor’s name and tax ID;

Record of an appraisal conducted by a qualified appraiser no more than sixty (60) days
before donating the vehicle;

Vehicle identification number;

What the charity plans to do with the vehicle;

Gross profits earned;

Sale date; and

A statement that deduction can’t equal more than the gross profits earned.

The charity’s intended use of the vehicle;

The term period the charity intends to use the vehicle; and

A statement confirming the charity won’t sell the vehicle before the term period expires.

A confirmation that the charity won’t sell or re-donate the vehicle before the improvements
are completed; and

A detailed list of the material improvements the charity plans to make to the vehicle.

Dent and scratch removal;

Installation of theft deterrent systems;

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p561.pdf


Charity Gives or Sells the Vehicle to a Needy Individual Receipts for donated vehicles re-
donated or sold by a charity to a needy individual must include:

How Long to Keep the Receipt

The IRS recommends keeping all tax-related documents on record for at least three (3) years
from the original filing date.

Penalties for Not Providing a Receipt

Generally, charities have to provide written acknowledgments of vehicle donations within thirty
(30) days of executing one of the following actions on a vehicle:

No matter what, charities are required to provide donors with vehicle donation receipts each
year before tax filing deadlines. If a charity wants to conduct good donor relations, it will send
all donors their receipts by the end of January each tax year. Most employers must provide
employees with tax withholding forms by January 31st each year, so employees begin filing
their taxes as early as February. A charity that knowingly provides a false receipt or fails to
provide them at all incurs one of the following penalties.

New paint or other surface finish; and

Upholstery cleaning or repairs.

A statement that the charity will donate the vehicle to a needy individual for free or sell it at
a price much lower than fair market value; and

A statement that the gift or sale falls directly under the charity’s mission.

Attribute the donation for regular use by the charity to conduct the charity programs;

Re-donate the vehicle to a person in need; or

Sell the vehicle to use the proceeds for charitable purposes.

If the organization sold the donated vehicle for money, the penalty is the greater amount
between:

The gross proceeds from the sale, or

The product of the highest tax rate and the sale price stated on the receipt.

If the organization didn’t sell the donated vehicle, the penalty is the greater amount
between:

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/how-long-should-i-keep-records#:~:text=Keep%20records%20for%203%20years%20from%20the%20date%20you%20filed,securities%20or%20bad%20debt%20deduction.


How to Donate a Vehicle

Step 1: Choose a Charity Research charities that offer formal vehicle donation programs.
Select a charity based on its overall mission and whether or not it is a qualified 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. If it isn’t qualified, the IRS will not consider any donations made to the
organization tax-deductible. Use the IRS Tax Exempt Organization Search tool to determine an
organization’s status. Step 2: Get an Appraisal No more than sixty (60) days before donating a
vehicle valued at more than $5,000, the donor must get an appraisal conducted by a qualified
appraiser (according to the IRS). Vehicles valued at less than $5,000 do not need to be
appraised. Step 3: Transfer the Title Follow all applicable state laws to transfer the vehicle’s
title to the charitable organization (see the table below for state-by-state titling resources). Step
4: Donate the Vehicle Follow the charitable organization’s procedures for dropping the vehicle
off at a donation location or for the charity to pick up the vehicle directly from the donor. Step
5: Request a Donation Receipt If not received soon after the donation, donors should follow
up with the charity to find out when they can expect to receive an appropriate vehicle donation
receipt.

Vehicle Donation Programs

Charities have three options for setting up a vehicle donation program: Charity Operated
When a charity operates its own vehicle donation program, it provides a receipt stating it will
do one of the following with the vehicle:

Agent Operated A charity hires a for-profit entity to operate a donation program on its behalf.
The charity has agency over the for-profit organization to oversee all operations related to the
vehicle donation program. As long as the charity conducts appropriate oversight and produces
accurate donation receipts, donations to these programs are eligible for tax deductions. For-
Profit Operated  A charity allows a for-profit organization to use its name and likeness to

$5,000, or

The product of the highest tax rate and the value claimed on the receipt.

Re-donate it to a needy individual (if the organization’s primary mission is to provide support
to the needy, poor, or distressed);

Sell it (making improvements if necessary) and use the profits exclusively to fund its
charitable programs; or

Use it to conduct activities supporting and furthering its charitable programs.

https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/charitable-organizations/exemption-requirements-501c3-organizations
https://www.irs.gov/charities-non-profits/tax-exempt-organization-search
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p561.pdf


solicit vehicle donations. The charity itself doesn’t benefit from the donations in any way, so
donations to these vehicle programs aren’t tax deductible.

Table: Vehicle Titles (By State)

Most states require donors to transfer a vehicle’s title to a charitable organization before
donating the vehicle. This table provides titling resources for each state and the District of
Columbia.

STATE STATUTE TITLE APPLICATION

Alabama Title 32, Chapter 8, Article 2
Alabama Department of
Revenue

Alaska Chapter 28.10
Alaska Division of Motor
Vehicles

Arizona
§ 28-2056, § 28-2058, § 28-
2060

Arizona Department of
Transportation

Arkansas
Title 27, Subtitle 2, Chapter
14, Supchapter 9

Arkansas Department of
Finance and Administration

California
California VEH Division 3,
California VEH Division 3.5

California Department of
Motor Vehicles

Colorado Title 42 , Article 6, Part 1
Colorado Division of Motor
Vehicles

Connecticut § 14-179
Connecticut Department of
Motor Vehicles

Delaware Title 21, Chapter 25
Delaware Division of Motor
Vehicles

Florida § 319.22
Florida Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles

Georgia Title 40, Chapter 3, Article 2
Georgia Department of
Revenue

https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-alabama/title-32-motor-vehicles-and-traffic/chapter-8-uniform-certificate-of-title-and-antitheft-act/article-2-certificate-of-title
https://www.revenue.alabama.gov/division/motor-vehicle/
https://casetext.com/statute/alaska-statutes/title-28-motor-vehicles/chapter-2810-vehicle-registration-liens-and-title
https://doa.alaska.gov/dmv/titles/home.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/02056.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/02058.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/28/02060.htm
https://azdot.gov/motor-vehicles/vehicle-services/vehicle-title-and-registration
https://casetext.com/statute/arkansas-code-of-1987/title-27-transportation/subtitle-2-motor-vehicle-registration-and-licensing/chapter-14-uniform-motor-vehicle-administration-certificate-of-title-and-antitheft-act/subchapter-9-transfers-of-title-and-registration
https://airsdsmvpub.dfa.arkansas.gov/mydmv/_/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=veh&division=3.&title=&part=&chapter=&article=&nodetreepath=4
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayexpandedbranch.xhtml?tocCode=veh&division=3.5.&title=&part=&chapter=&article=&nodetreepath=5
https://www.dmv.ca.gov/portal/vehicle-registration/titles/title-transfers-and-changes/
https://casetext.com/statute/colorado-revised-statutes/title-42-vehicles-and-traffic/certificates-of-title/article-6-certificates-of-title-used-motor-vehicle-sales/part-1-certificates-of-title
https://dmv.colorado.gov/titling-vehicle
https://casetext.com/statute/general-statutes-of-connecticut/title-14-motor-vehicles-use-of-the-highway-by-vehicles-gasoline/chapter-247-uniform-motor-vehicle-certificate-of-title-and-antitheft-act/part-ii-certificate-of-title/section-14-179-transfer-of-interest-in-vehicle
https://portal.ct.gov/DMV/New-Pages/transfer-ownership?language=en_US
https://delcode.delaware.gov/title21/c025/index.html
https://dmv.de.gov/VehicleServices/titles/index.shtml?dc=ve_title_transfer
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0319/Sections/0319.22.html
https://www.flhsmv.gov/motor-vehicles-tags-titles/liens-and-titles/
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-georgia/title-40-motor-vehicles-and-traffic/chapter-3-certificates-of-title-security-interests-and-liens/article-2-certificates-of-title
https://dor.georgia.gov/transfer-vehicle-titled-georgia


Hawaii §286-52 County Specific

Idaho Title 49, Chapter 5 County Specific

Illinois 625 ILCS 5/Ch.3 Illinois Secretary of State

Indiana IC 9-17
Indiana Bureau of Motor
Vehicles

Iowa § 321.45
Iowa Department of
Transportation

Kansas Chapter 8
Kansas Department of
Revenue

Kentucky § 186A.097, § 186A.215 Drive KY

Louisiana RS 32:707
Louisiana Office of Motor
Vehicles

Maine Title 29-A, Chapter 7
Maine Bureau of Motor
Vehicles

Maryland
Transportation Title 13,
Subtitle 1

Maryland Department of
Transportation

Massachusetts Chapter 90D, Section 15
Massachusetts Registry of
Motor Vehicles

Michigan 300-1949-II
Michigan Department of
State

Minnesota § 168A.10
Minnesota Driver and
Vehicle Services

Mississippi Chapter 21
Mississippi Department of
Revenue

Missouri § 301.210
Missouri Department of
Revenue

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/vol05_ch0261-0319/hrs0286/HRS_0286-0052.htm
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title49/T49CH5/
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=062500050HCh%2E+3&ActID=1815&ChapterID=49&SeqStart=36800000&SeqEnd=70600000
https://www.ilsos.gov/departments/vehicles/title_and_registration/pert.html
http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2020/ic/titles/009#9-17
https://www.in.gov/bmv/titles/
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/321.45.pdf
https://iowadot.gov/mvd/vehicleregistration/registering-a-vehicle
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/ksa_ch8.html
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/dovtitle.html
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=6152
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=6179
https://drive.ky.gov/motor-vehicle-licensing/Pages/Vehicle-Titling.aspx
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Law.aspx?p=y&d=88520
https://dpsweb.dps.louisiana.gov/DPSForms.nsf/8bad5589175b8981862575f20048ee65/3f5bfbc0df992df186256dc0006961fc/$FILE/1799%20-%20Vehicle%20Application%20(R0118).pdf
https://legislature.maine.gov/statutes/29-A/title29-Ach7sec0.html
https://www.maine.gov/sos/bmv/titles/titleapp.html
https://casetext.com/statute/code-of-maryland/article-transportation/title-13-vehicle-laws-certificates-of-title-and-registration-of-vehicles/subtitle-1-certificates-of-title
https://mva.maryland.gov/vehicles/Pages/registration/title-registration-info.aspx
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter90D/Section15
https://www.mass.gov/register-and-title-your-vehicle
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(1qt1e3y33zoo0igebqzzaxr3))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-300-1949-II-TRANSFERS-OF-TITLE-OR-INTEREST
https://www.michigan.gov/sos/all-services/title-transfer-and-vehicle-registration
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/168A.10
https://dps.mn.gov/divisions/dvs/Pages/Vehicle-Title-Transfer.aspx
https://casetext.com/statute/mississippi-code-1972/title-63-motor-vehicles-and-traffic-regulations/chapter-21-motor-vehicle-titles
https://www.dor.ms.gov/tags-and-titles
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=301.210
https://dor.mo.gov/motor-vehicle/titling-registration/


Montana § 61-3-220
Montana Motor Vehicle
Department

Nebraska § 60-139
Nebraska Department of
Motor Vehicles

Nevada § 60-364
Nevada Department of
Motor Vehicles

New Hampshire § 261.14, § 261.66
New Hampshire Division of
Motor Vehicles

New Jersey § 39:10-8, § 39:10-18
New Jersey Motor Vehicle
Commission

New Mexico § 66-3
New Mexico Motor Vehicle
Department

New York § 2113, § 2114, § 2115
New York Department of
Motor Vehicles

North Carolina
§ 20-50, § 20-52, § 20-57, §
20-72.1, § 20-73, § 20-85.1

North Carolina Department
of Motor Vehicles

North Dakota § 39-05-17
North Dakota Department of
Transportation

Ohio Chapter 4505
Ohio Bureau of Motor
Vehicles

Oklahoma
§ 47-12-505, § 47-591.8, §
47-1105.2, § 47-1107, § 47-
1107.4

Form 701-6

Oregon § 803.092 – § 803.140
Oregon Department of
Transportation

Pennsylvania Title 75, Part 2, Chapter 11
PennDOT Driver and Vehicle
Services

Rhode Island § 31-3.1-12, § 31-3.1-13, § Rhode Island Division of

https://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0610/chapter_0030/part_0020/section_0200/0610-0030-0020-0200.html
https://dojmt.gov/driving/vehicle-title-and-registration/
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=60-139
https://dmv.nebraska.gov/dvr/title/transfer-ownership
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=60-364
https://dmv.nv.gov/title.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXI/261/261-14.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXI/261/261-66.htm
https://www.dmv.nh.gov/vehicles-boats-or-titles/apply-title
https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-39-motor-vehicles-and-traffic-regulation/chapter-3910/section-3910-8-certificate-of-origin-title-security-interests
https://casetext.com/statute/new-jersey-statutes/title-39-motor-vehicles-and-traffic-regulation/chapter-3910/section-3910-18-title-papers-necessary-to-registration
https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/vehicles/transowner.htm
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-66-motor-vehicles/article-3-registration-laws-security-interests-anti-theft-provisions-bicycles-equipment-unsafe-vehicles-off-highway-motor-vehicles-other-vehicles/part-2-transfer-of-title-or-interest
https://www.mvd.newmexico.gov/vehicles/vehicle-registration/vehicle-titles/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/VAT/2113
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/VAT/2114
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/VAT/2115
https://dmv.ny.gov/registration/about-transferring-vehicle-ownership-and-acceptable-proofs-ownership
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-50.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-52.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-57.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-72.1.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-73.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-85.1.pdf
https://www.ncdot.gov/dmv/title-registration/vehicle/Pages/title-transfer.aspx
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t39c05.pdf
https://www.dot.nd.gov/divisions/mv/vehicle.htm
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/chapter-4505
https://www.bmv.ohio.gov/titles-transfer-death.aspx
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os47.pdf#page=524&zoom=100,77,840
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os47.pdf#page=735&zoom=100,77,494
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os47.pdf#page=886&zoom=100,77,658
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os47.pdf#page=889&zoom=100,77,296
https://oksenate.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/os47.pdf#page=892&zoom=100,77,422
https://oklahoma.gov/content/dam/service-oklahoma/Documents/mv-forms/701-6%20Vehicle-Trailer-Manuf%20Home%20Certificate%20of%20Title%20R01-2023.pdf
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors803.html
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/dmv/pages/vehicle/titlereg.aspx
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=75&div=0&chpt=11
https://www.dmv.pa.gov/VEHICLE-SERVICES/Title-Registration/Pages/default.aspx
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-3.1/31-3.1-12.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-3.1/31-3.1-13.htm
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-3.1/31-3.1-14.htm
https://dmv.ri.gov/registrations-plates-titles/titles


31-3.1-14 Motor Vehicles

South Carolina Title 56. Chapter 19
South Carolina Department
of Motor Vehicles

South Dakota
Title 32 Chapter 3, Title 32
Chapter 3A

South Dakota Department of
Revenue

Tennessee Title 55, Chapter 3
Tennessee Department of
Revenue

Texas
Title 7, Subtitle A, Chapter
501

Texas Department of
Transportation

Utah
Title 41, Chapter 1a, Part 5,
Title 41, Chapter 1a, Part 7

Utah Department of Motor
Vehicles

Vermont Title 23, Chapter 21
Vermont Department of
Motor Vehicles

Virginia
§ 46.2-278 through § 46.2-
634

Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles

Washington Chapter 46.12
Washington State
Department of Licensing

Washington, D.C. Chapter 15, Chapter 15B
Washington, D.C.
Department of Motor
Vehicles

West Virginia Article 4
West Virginia Department of
Motor Vehicles

Wisconsin Chapter 342, Subchapter 2
Wisconsin Department of
Transportation

Wyoming § 31-2-104
Wyoming Department of
Transportation

Resources

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE31/31-3.1/31-3.1-14.htm
https://dmv.ri.gov/registrations-plates-titles/titles
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t56c019.php
https://www.scdmvonline.com/Vehicle-Owners/Titles
https://casetext.com/statute/south-dakota-codified-laws/title-32-motor-vehicles/chapter-3-title-registration-liens-and-transfers
https://casetext.com/statute/south-dakota-codified-laws/title-32-motor-vehicles/chapter-3a-title-registration-and-taxation-of-boats
https://dor.sd.gov/individuals/motor-vehicle/all-vehicles-title-fees-registration/
https://casetext.com/statute/tennessee-code/title-55-motor-and-other-vehicles/chapter-3-certificates-of-title
https://www.tn.gov/revenue/title-and-registration.html
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.501.htm
https://www.txdot.gov/driver/travel/vehicle-registrations-titles-licenses.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter1A/41-1a-P5.html?v=C41-1a-P5_1800010118000101
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title41/Chapter1A/41-1a-P7.html?v=C41-1a-P7_1800010118000101
https://dmv.utah.gov/titles/transfer-utah-title
https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/23/021
https://dmv.vermont.gov/registrations/transfer
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title46.2/chapter6/
https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/vehicles/#titling.asp
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.12
https://www.dol.wa.gov/vehicleregistration/titles.html
https://code.dccouncil.us/us/dc/council/code/titles/50/chapters/15
https://code.dccouncil.us/us/dc/council/code/titles/50/chapters/15B
https://dmv.dc.gov/service/dmv-vehicle-titles
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/wvcode/code.cfm?chap=17A&art=4#01
https://transportation.wv.gov/DMV/Vehicle-Services/Titles/Pages/default.aspx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/342/i/12/3/b
https://wisconsindot.gov/pages/online-srvcs/title-vehicle/emvpublicdefault.aspx
https://casetext.com/statute/wyoming-statutes/title-31-motor-vehicles/chapter-2-title-and-registration/article-1-certificates-of-title/section-31-2-104-transfer-of-ownership
https://www.dot.state.wy.us/home/titles_plates_registration.html
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